I encourage you to first read the poem through a couple times, take
W amoment to ponder and think about it. Look over sections that are

highlighted to you. Think for yourself what the meaning and
intention of it may be.
Who can bear... support of a wise man’s cane... . . . . . - . .
Sense of age, wisdom, experience Then after some time, enjoy reading the information on the sides
A cane is eaned through time. Similarly a on's mare coud not of the writing such as the “Definitions” “Insight” and “Did You
come without time, age, and experience. This earned support also
Know?” sections to give you better understanding of this writting.

distinguishes. The mane sets the Lion apart from a female and from
a youth. Yet what distinguishes also burdens.
The weight of anointing has a cost.
For David, his ancinting meant being chased by Saul for years (c. 7-
12 years). For Jesus, the cost of his anointing was the cross. WHO CAN B F‘AR?
Support of Distinction
As a cane can physically support an old man so too can a mane of a
lion support him by distinguishing him as leader of the Pride. Similarly,
an anointing supports someone by distinguishing them for the role
God has prepared, and the good works God has for them to
complete (Eph 2:0). God “Bid the fare""

THE WEIGHT OF A L10N’s MANE

LIKE THE SUPPORT OF A WISE MAN’S CANE
WHO BID THE FARE?

THE WEIGHT OF A LIONS MANE
As A CUB, DID HE BROOD ITS ABSENCE?
DID HE FRET THE FIRST SPROUT’S RUDE EXPENSE? ( S

The process of becoming out ofdate,
D o longer used, or o longer seful

WAS IT WROUGHT WITHIN DURING HIS ADOLESCENCE?

Bt S CAN HIS NEGLECT LEAD TO ITS OBSOLESCENCE? D T

highly a5 answers,used t provoke. \ 4 Foolish would it be to dwell too intently on
thougnt an revea! ayered meaning. 3 your own anointing rather than dweling on
the one who gave the anointing. To do so
would only lead to fear of man, pride, and
perfectionism. You would either live by the
praise of man or die by their criticism. To
gaze upon your own anointing for your own
good is to sip into a prideful daze of

e ——— WaAS IT MIRRORED IN HIS MOTHER’S GENTLE PRESCIENT FACE? prostituting God's given anointing

inspired me as | wrote this. You my.
have noticed that in just the first 13

ines there are already 10 questions 3 DID THE REFLECTION OF A SUNSET STREAM EVER LEAVE A HINTED TRACE?

DID IT EVER CATCH HIS OWN GAZE?
DID IT EVER DRIFT HIM INTO A WAYWARD DAZE?

THE WEIGHT OF A L10N’s MANE
A HEAVINESS HELD ONLY BY HIM
A LIGHT BEHELD BY OTHERS, NEVER DIM

A heaviness held only by him...
This stanza shares one real difficutity of annointing.

To other's the gift of your annointing is a light, as it
should be, but to the one bearing the annointing it
is heavy. This heaviness is only felt, only understood
by the one the annointing rests.

This is also a clever play on words
In weight it is...
Heavy to him
Light to others
Light is opposite of heavy but in context the
meaning is light as in what comes from the sun.

Just as questions are valued in Hebrew thought, so
too is mystery. Often, Scripture does not present
revelation in a straightforward way, but uses literary
forms such as chiasm and other structural patterns.
This invites rereading and encourages the reader to
actively seek and gradually arrive at understanding
for themselves.

Inspired by this, much of this writing is cryptic and riddle-
like, using old english words, hebrew writing styles, and
lion facts to inspire you, the reader, to ask yourself
“Hmm, what does that mean”.

Unlike Hebrew writing, | do give you some of the
answers or “Insight” in these “did you know” sections.
That s due to the broad spectrum of writing styles,
cultural differences, and inspiration | have pulled from.

‘The very nature of this old english, Hebrew inspired, riddle-
like poem mirrors the ancient mystery of God's ps
designs. As a 21st century westerner discerns, studies,
interprets, and deciphers this archaic eastern writing so too
do we endeavor in all those same practices as we dance
between the dissonance of our eternal spirits and transient
flesh. As humans with limited understanding we long to
grasp the depths of metaphysical realities such as anointing,
God’s sovereignty, and His ancient ways.
Hopefully, this writing serves you with a touch of mystery
and wonder, while inspiring a deeper pondering of anointing.

THE WEIGHT OF A L10N’S MANE
HINTED AT, IN HIS HEAVY WEATHERED GOLDEN GAZE
INNOCENT,
YET NEVER SQUINTED, HIS EYES BURN A CONFIDENT BLAZE

THOUGH HE RISE ERE THE SHADOW ON THE WEST
HUNGER AND IMPULSE ARE NOT HIS ALARM
TroUGH HE RIDE ON THE WINGS OF DUSK

THE HUNT WILL BE VOID OF HIS HARM
IN WISE MATURITY HIS CARE IS FOR THE INURSERY
THE AUTHORITY OF HIS ROAR MARKS THEIR TERRITORY

THE WEIGHT OF A LION’S MANE
DOES IT LESSEN AS IT TURNS FROM GOLD TO GREY?
DO HIS LESSONS BECOME TOO OLD TO SAY?
COULD A SOVEREIGN SAGE BECOME A SUBMITTED STRAY?

IF THE WEIGHT OF A LION’S MANE
LIKE A LAMB WERE TO BE SHEERED
I Asx OF ALL THINGS;

WAS IT BORE UNTO HIS OWN FAME?
IF UNTO HIS NAME,

THEN PERHAPS ALL WAS IN VAIN

THE WEIGHT OF A LION’S MANE
WHEN ALL IS CUT AWAY, WHAT THEN WILL REMAIN?

Prescient Face

Have you ever seen the prescient stare of your mother or maybe a
grandparent? It's the look they give you when they know something that you
don't know, specifically about you. Its ke this deep sense of knowing that
they have. It almost feels as though they are propheticall projecting things
upon you. A time | experienced this profoundly was one of the first times |
Spoke at my church. As my eyes moved from one audience member to
another | caught my Morr's prescient face. Through her tear glossed gaze |
felt a sense of great delight. | also felt as if she was ot just seeing me in
that moment for who | was or what | was currently saying but rather she
was transcending time and ultimately seeing where i've come from and who
| might become. In her stare | could see myself.| feft as though God had
audbly spoken to her His plan for my lfe and she was just recielving and

watching it play out i is timing. She portrayed and projected this through

her content, quiet, precient face.

Lions are mostly active at night

sound carrying up to

carly morning.
night, and dawn).

sage (noun)
A person of profound wisdom,
especially one who is venerated for
their wisdom and judgment.

Sovereign Sage, Submitted Stray, Lamb,

These final couple lines were intended to point to non other
than Jesus and the way he carried out His anointing. The
questions not only relate to Jesus but should inspire the

reader to ponder the same things i their life and anointing.

Sovereign Sage: Jesus in His full glory before coming to earth
Submitted: Jesus on earth fully submitted to the father.
Stray: “the son of man has nowhere to lay his head". (Mt 8:20)

Lion's Mane/Lamb Sheered: Jesus is both the Lion that
conquered and also the Lamb that was slain, "..and like a
lamb before its shearer is silent, so he opens not his mouth,
(Acts 8:32b)




